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To us it seems as if the above plan, while admirable in some 
respects, was open to criticism. Polygordius, for instance, is a simple 
annelid, and whether that simplicity is primitive or results from degen- 
eration is of secondary moment in a text book of this sort. Our 
objection would rather rest upon the fact that the worm is not widely 
distributed and is infrequent, at least in American waters, while the 
inland student must entirely forego its use in his laboratory work. On 
the other hand it is well to have this presentation of the features of 
this simple worm, for it is usually slighted in our text books and in 
the most recent one, Hertwig's Lehrbuch, it and the group to which 
it belongs are entirely ignored in the text. 

The numerous illustrations are, for the most part, original, and each 
plate is fully described instead of having appended a mere list of ref- 
erence letters. A synopsis, an index, and a glossary complete the 
work. 

Apgar's Trees of the Northern United States. 3 — The plan 
of this little book is well indicated in one of the paragraphs in the 
preface. The difficulty in tree study by the aid of the usual botanies 
lies mainly in the fact that in using them the first essential parts to be 
examined are the blossoms and their organs. These remain on the 
trees a very short time, are often entirely unnoticed on account of 
their small size or obscure color, and are usually inaccessible, even if 
seen. In this book the leaves, the wood, the bark, and, in an elemen- 
tary way, the fruit, are the parts that must be thoroughly known by 
all who wish to learn to recognize trees. Its purpose is to place before 
pupils in the public schools an easy manual of our common trees in 
the hope that the trees of our forests, lawns, yards, orchards, streets, 
borders, and parks may not continue to be neglected — a most com- 
mendable endeavor, indeed. 

Doubtless if our teachers of botany in the public schools had any- 
thing like an adequate knowledge of the subject such a book would 
not be called for, but as Prof. Apgar somewhat sarcastically remarks, 
" this book was written for the average teacher who has had no strictly 
scientific training." It is to be hoped that it will serve the purpose 
intended by its author, and that the next generation of high school 
graduates, all of whom have " done botany, of course/' will know 

3 Trees of the Northern United States, their study, description and determination; 
for the use of schools and private students, by Austin C. Apgar, professor of botany 
in the New Jersey State Normal School. Small, 8 vol., 224 pp. American Book 
Company, 1892. 
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something of our common trees. It can be heartily commended to 
horticulturists, gardeners, and non-botanical tree planters. 

The illustrations are helpful, and are apparently quite accurate. 
The nomenclature is strictly that of the latest edition of " Gray's 
Manual," an error of judgment which can easily be corrected in a 
subsequent edition. — Charles E. Bessey. 

Bailey's Rule Book. 4 — Although not strictly a botanical work, 
this little book contains a good deal of botany, and very good botany, 
too. It should be in the teacher's library, in the public schools, where 
nearly every chapter, non-botanical as well as botanical, will be 
instructive. The chapters on Plant Diseases, Fungicides, Weeds, and 
Moss, Seed Tables, Collecting and Preserving, Names, Histories, and 
Statistics, are those dealing more especially with botanical topics. 
Under the first-mentioned topic are given in summary form such 
descriptions of the general appearance of many of the fungi parasitic 
upon common plants as will enable anyone to recognize them. For 
horticulturists this chapter will be most helpful, but it will be scarcely 
less so for many a teacher of botany who is obliged to get on with a 
small library, especially as to works on the fungi. — Charles E. 
Bessey. 

Brehm's Thierleben, Kriechthiere undLurche. 5 — The third 
edition of this well-known work, under direction of Professors Oscar 
Boettger and Pechuel Loesche, brings it up to the present date and 
adds to its previous well-earned reputation. The authors, as was to 
have been expected, dwell relatively more upon European species than 
upon those exotic to that country, but the small number of these does 
not materially disturb the balance of the book except in the depart- 
ment of the true Salamanders, where but one non-European species is 
figured. The descriptions of the habits of reptiles and batrachians 
are derived from the best sources, and indeed this work is the only one 
which is comprehensive and modern in this department, which may 
be regarded as trustworthy. The illustrations, from the incomparable 
pencil of Mutzel, are the best ever offered to the public in so cheap a 

♦The Horliculturalist's Rule Book, a compendium of useful information for fruit 
growers, truck gardeners, florists, and others, completed to the beginning of the year 
1892, by L. H. Bailey. Second edition revised. 12mo., 215 pp. Rural Publish- 
ing Co., N. Y. 

5 Dritte gaazlich neuaubeitete Auflage ; herausg. v. Prof. Pechuel Loesche. Kriech- 
thiere u. Lurche, neubearbeitet von Prof. Dr. O. Boettger u. Prof. Dr. Pechuel 
Loesche. Leipzig u. Wien Bibliogr. Inst., 1892. 
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